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Sermon Title: The Subtle Dangers of Contentment, Convenience, and Complacency 

 

IV. COMPLACENCY — THE SILENT KILLER OF SPIRITUAL FIRE 

Revelation 3:16 NKJV 
16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My 

mouth. 

Revelation 3:16 Reverse for Clarity 
16 Therefore, because you are on fire with passion for Me or refreshingly faithful in your 

devotion—no longer lukewarm or indifferent—I will delight to keep you close to My heart 

and pour out My presence upon you. 

 

Opening Prayer — “A Prayer for Awakening” 

Heavenly Father, 
We come before You today acknowledging that You alone are worthy of our highest devotion and 

deepest love. Yet we confess that too often our hearts grow dull, our worship becomes routine, 

and our fire fades to embers. 

 

Forgive us, Lord, for the times we have mistaken comfort for peace and activity for anointing. 

Awaken us from spiritual sleep. Shake us from complacency. Let the wind of Your Spirit breathe 

fresh life into every heart. 

 

Father, may the young among us rise with holy passion, may the seasoned saints be renewed 

with heavenly purpose, and may those who have grown religious without relationship rediscover 

the joy of their first love in Christ. 

 

Revive Your church, O Lord. Rekindle the flame that once burned bright and make us vessels 

through whom Your glory shines again. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 

A. The Nature of Complacency 

Complacency is self-satisfied indifference — the illusion that all is well when it is not. It’s the 

spiritual sleep that keeps a church from repentance, revival, and renewal. 

 

B. Biblical Illustration 

Samson in Judges 16 kept testing God’s patience. He thought the Spirit would always be with 

him. But one day he awoke and “did not know that the Lord had departed from him.” 

Judges 16:20 NKJV 
20 And she said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” So, he awoke from his sleep, and 

said, “I will go out as before, at other times, and shake myself free!” But he did not know 

that the Lord had departed from him. 

 

That’s complacency — assuming God’s power without living in His presence. 

 

C. Modern Illustration 
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A once-vibrant church now majors in social events and minors in prayer. 

 

The altars are empty, the baptistry is dry, and sermons are comfortable rather than convicting. 

The Spirit has been replaced by strategy. 

 

I. A Word to the Young Believers — “Guard the Flame Early” 

 

1. Keep Your First Love Alive 

Scripture: Revelation 2:4 — “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your 

first love.” 

 

Stronger, Direct Synonyms 

 that you have abandoned your first love 

 that you have forsaken your first love 

 that you have deserted your first love 

 that you have turned away from your first love 

 that you have walked away from your first love 

 that you have departed from your first love 

Relational/Emotional Emphasis 

 that you have let go of your first love 

 that you have drifted away from your first love 

 that you have become detached from your first love 

 that you have neglected your first love 

 that you have grown cold toward your first love 

 that you no longer cling to your first love 

Spiritual/Commitment Emphasis 

 that you have ceased to cherish your first love 

 that you have withdrawn your devotion from your first love 

 that you have left behind spiritually your first love 

 that you have stepped away from your first love 

 that you have lost your commitment to your first love 

 

Teaching: Passion can fade when familiarity sets in. Guard your devotion to Christ the way a 

soldier guards his post. Spend time daily with Him—before the noise of the world dulls your 

hearing. 

 

Illustration: Like Samuel, who heard God’s voice while others slept (1 Samuel 3), be ready to 

say, “Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears.” 

1 Samuel 3:9 NKJV  
9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He calls you, that you must 

say, ‘Speak, LORD, for Your servant hears.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 

2. Pursue Growth, Not Comfort 

Scripture: Philippians 3:13–14 — “Forgetting those things which are behind… I press 

toward the goal.” 
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Philippians 3:13-14 NKJV 
13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do,  

forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are 

ahead,  
14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

Teaching: Never think you’ve “arrived.” Growth in Christ is a lifelong pursuit. Every trial, 

every victory, and every failure is an opportunity to grow deeper. 

 

Illustration: A young tree bends with the wind and strengthens through storms. Let every 

challenge drive your roots deeper into the Word. 

 

3. Don’t Let the Culture Cool Your Fire 

 

Scripture:  

Romans 12:11 NKJV  
11 Not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. 

 

“Not lagging in diligence” 

• Not slowing down in devotion 

• Never lazy in zeal 

• Not shrinking back in commitment 

• Not hesitant in action 

• Never lacking enthusiasm 

• Not slothful in spiritual responsibility 

• Refusing to grow complacent 

• Passionately persistent in doing good 

 “Fervent in spirit” 

• On fire in the Spirit 

• Burning with spiritual passion 

• A heart ablaze for God 

• Spiritually intense and alive 

• Glowing with the fire of the Holy Spirit 

• Fully energized by the Spirit 

• Zealous in inner devotion 

• Spirit-driven and aflame with love for Christ 

“Serving the Lord” 

• Devoted to the Lord’s service 

• Working wholeheartedly for Christ 

• Laboring for God’s glory 

• Giving yourself fully to the Lord 

• Faithfully ministering to Jesus 

• Living as Christ’s servant 

• Carrying out God’s mission 

• Offering your life in service to Him 
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Teaching: The world will call your passion “fanaticism.” God calls it faithfulness. Keep your 

zeal—it’s easier to control a wildfire than to spark a dead ember. 

 

Modern Example: A student who prays alone in the cafeteria may feel awkward, but heaven 

sees faith that refuses to bow to the crowd. 

 

D. The Tragedy 

Complacency doesn’t shock or scandalize — it just slowly drains life out of the body. No 

prayer, no repentance, no urgency. 

“Yet they were not ashamed, nor did they blush.” — Jeremiah 6:15 

Jeremiah 6:15 NKJV 
15 Were they ashamed when they had committed abomination? No! They were not at all 

ashamed; Nor did they know how to blush. Therefore, they shall fall among those who fall; 

At the time I punish them, They shall be cast down,” says the Lord. 

Jeremiah 6:15 - Reverse for Clarity 
15  They should have been ashamed of their abominations, yet they felt no shame. 

They should have known how to blush at their sin, yet their hearts had grown hardened. 

Had they humbled themselves, they would have stood firm, but because they refused 

repentance, they will fall among the fallen. 

At the time of God’s judgment, they who exalted themselves will be cast down. 

Thus says the Lord: Those who lose the ability to feel shame before Me will surely be brought 

low before Me. 

 


	1 Samuel 3:9 NKJV

